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From the Editor: 


Working in a "Geneva-based organization” sometimes gives a strange 
feeling of not being present where things really happen. Our task is to 
receive information, news, stories and concerns from all over the world 
and interpret and process what we have learned into action to make our 
self-understanding as a communion of churches a reality. 


Sometimes this means speaking up on someone’s behalf, sometimes it 
means entering a conflict we would rather have liked to stay out of. But 
most of the time 1t means dealing with serious issues in church and society 
which the churches are unable to deal with on their own; or matters that 
they should not deal with on their own because insights of churches living 
under totally different conditions are resources to be taken into account 
and valued as they shed light on a local situation. 


My experience is that young people are much more open to the global 
perspectives being expressed through our network than many in the "adult 
church.” Young people are not so possessive of their opinions, less defen- 
sive. That is why youth movements always will play an important role 
when it comes to being able to bring about change--we do not have too 
many privileges to defend, except the privilege of having visions for the 
future, and being outspoken to try to make those visions come true. 


In this issue of the Youth Letter we focus on "Environment,"the most 
burning issue of our time, an issue that needs urgent attention and action 
from all of us if we want a future on this planet, wherever and whoever we 
are. It is an issue that needs all our creativity, concern, prayers and action. 
It is an issue demanding that we join forces with all people of good will: 
popular movements, organizations, action groups, agencies. 


To care for the garden of God, demands change of lifestyle, attitude and 
theology. There is no doubt that much of Westernized theology has 

undermined the genuine respect for God's creation we as God-made 

creatures should have. We have not behaved as gardeners, rather like 

exploiters. Time is now overdue--there is an urgent need to seriously take 
into account a theological, biblical-based ethic which dares to deal with 
exploitation of nature and human beings as sin. 


Lent has just started, as followers of Jesus Christ we prepare ourselves for 
Easter--for the greatest of all mysteries where the God who became 
human died and was resurrected to bring hope and salvation to all 
Creation. Being on the way to Jerusalem, living through Lent, means 
turning toward God, being turned toward our neighbor with opened eyes, 
ears and hands and being able to hear the cries from the whole of Crea- 
tion. Lent gives us time for reflection upon our lives; how we live and 
what we are living on, and for. 


Let us use the opportunity to take a critical look at our lifestyle and atti- 
tude toward the creation we are an inseparable part of. 


"We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
in labor pains until now." Romans 8:22 


"The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, 
and those who live in it." Psalm 24:1 


Siv Limstrand 


The opinions expressed ın this newsletter reflect the views of the authors 
and not necessarily those of the Lutheran World Federation. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 


Queridos hermanos en la fe: 


Agradezco la gentileza de enviarme la "Carta Juvenil" y al mismo tiempo envío a través de estas líneas un 
saludo a la distancia a los 7 delegados juveniles. Se ven todos muy jóvenes y eso es bueno. Yo también soy 
joven, tengo 27 años y un hijo de 10 meses. 


En países como el mío se piensa en jóvenes cuando se tienen 18 años y ya a los 40 se es viejo; creo que es 
hora de cambiar esta mentalidad mercantil. 


No escribo en inglés, porque sólo puedo leerlo y con dificultad. Fue lamentable para mí no poder leer el re- 
portaje a Chile (Ulrich Bayer) del número 31 que estaba en alemán. Quizá una página en castellano produ- 
cirla una comunicación más fluida con los muchos jóvenes latinos que por factores económicos no dominamos 


otro idioma y otros que por los mismos factores ni siquiera dominan el castellano. 


Con Afecto 
Alberto Rojas Vallejos, Chile 


NOTES FROM THE YOUTH DESK 


It is now the beginning of SPRING in Geneva. 
Every second day we suffer from smog which makes 
us forget about the beautiful mountains surrounding 
us. Instead we breathe in grey-brownish stuff called 
air, realizing that there are far too many cars in this 
small town. 


THE YOUTH LETTER is not suffering from lack of 
oxygen, but rather from lack of response from our 
readers; we would appreciate more letters to the edi- 
tor, ideas, contributions on the themes as well as 
news about youth work around the world. The theme 
for the next Youth Letter is the 500th anniversary of 
the discovery of the Americas. This topic can be re- 
flected upon from all comers of the world, deadline 
May 10! 


WORK ON THE YOUTH DIRECTORY is progress- 
ing, but slowly. You can read an article about it on 
Page 22. Any information about youth work, issues, 
problems and challenges is welcome so that we can 
compile as comprehensive a directory as possible. 


OUR REGIONAL CONSULTATIONS are getting 
closer; at the end of April we head for the Africa 
Youth Consultation in Kenya. The themes are sug- 
gested by youth leaders in the region. During four 
days we will deal with holistic self-reliance, leader- 
ship development, relations with Islam and freedom 
and democracy in Africa. The encounter will pro- 
vide opportunities for exchange of information and 
making plans for networking. 


At the end of May, youth leaders in Latin Ámerica 
will meet in Chile for a consultation with a theme re- 
lated to the 500th anniversary. The local planning 
committees have been in action for quite a while and 
their work looks promising. 


IF YOU NEED SUPPORT for a specific event related 
to your youth work, you can write to us and we will 
send you the guidelines for applying. Our funds are 
of course limited, but it might be worth a try. (We 
also collaborate with other desks in the LWF who 
have other sources.) 


THE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM is still running. If 
you would like to serve as an intern here in Geneva, 
write to us and ask for an application form. We hope 
to offer two internships in Geneva starting 1 Septem- 
ber 1992. At this stage it is not clear with which 
desks the interns will be placed. The internship pro- 
gram is an opportunity for leaming about the work of 
the Lutheran World Federation as well as contribut- 
ing to a specific area of our work. Interns should 
have finished their basic training, be in the 18-30 age 
group and be interested in working in an interna- 
tional, ecumenical and bureaucratic environment...as 
well as challenging! 


OUR BUDGET is still a problem, on Page 26 you 
will find our bank accounts for financial contribu- 
tions to the Youth Letter. Thank you again Canada, 
Iceland and the Philippines! We sometimes receive 
bank notes in envelopes; all three ten-dollar notes ar- 
rived safely. 


THE STUDY TOUR to Nepal and Thailand which 
you could read about in Youth Letter 32 is now 
scheduled for February 5-20, 1993. 





FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENT 






INTRODUCTION 


There are many reasons for dealing again with questions related 
to the environment crisis. Our water is becoming more and more 
polluted--not only do we witness an increasing number of endan- 
gered and dying species in our seas and lakes--but we know 
groundwater, our most important source of drinking water, is also 
being contaminated. 


Forests are dying because of acid rain or are being destroyed for 
commercial profit. Our airis being filled with all kinds of indus- 
trial pollution and car exhaust. Gases and heavy metals enter the 
air we breathe and ascend into the atmosphere where the ozone 
layer doesn't manage to protect species like us from UHV radia- 
tion. Such is the present situation in South America where the 
rate of skin cancer in the south has increased dramatically. 


These are all well known effects of our lifestyles in the so-called 
developed part of the world. The fact is that the ecosystem is on 
the verge of a total breakdown and overspending of resources 
must be stopped. Nature is unable to reproduce what is being 
used up by the pe of developed countries. How then 
can one speak of sustainable development when one-third of the 
world’s population is spending two-thirds of its resources where 
they are already in debt? There can be no development in the 
so-called Third World as long as the First World continues to 
overspend. The earth cannot carry such a burden. 


These are among the important questions that world leaders are 
expected to debate when they meet in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 
the first weeks of June for the United Nations Conference on En- 
vironment and Development (UNCED). 


Hopefully, this Youth Letter "Focus" will give you some infor- 
mation as to what UNCED is about, what to expect from it, and 
most important: What you can do to help Mother Earth in her 
struggle to survive. 


You can start by signing the Earth Pledge on Page 15, copying it 
and asking your family, friends and youth group to do the same-- 
at the same time as you commit yourself to following the list on 
Page 17 to change your own lifestyle. 


If this issue of the Youth Letter sparks off activities in your group, 
community or class, we would like to know so that we can share 
the information in future issues. 





WHAT TO EXPECT 
FROM THE EARTH SUMMIT 










In December 1989 the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly decided to convene a confer- 
ence on Environment and Development in 
Brazil in 1992. The UNCED Conference (or 
Earth Summit as it is referred to) will be held 
in Rio de Janeiro 1-12 June to coincide with 
World Environment Day, 5 June next. A se- 
ries of related events will also take place this 
year throughout Brazil. 













There is much work underway worldwide to 
prepare for the Earth Summit, but what ex- 
actly can we expect from this conference? 






* UNCED will strive to bring about global 
conventions on issues of global impor- 
tance such as climate change, 
bio-diversity and forestry. 











An Earth Charter will be adopted, a docu- 
ment stating or declaring the principles by 
which people should conduct themselves 
in relation to each other and to the envi- 
ronment. A Program of Action will be 
prepared to ensure the implementation of 
the Earth Charter, a statement of goals 
and objectives as well as a list of strate- 
gtes and actions that will be taken to meet 
those objectives. 











Most of the conference output is expected 
to consist of recommendations for action 
or conventions which call for adherence to 
certain costly ways of financing these ac- 
tivities. UNCED will also address itself to 
mechanisms and agreements that will al- 
low the poorest countries to have access to 
environmentally sound technologies. 












The organizers hope that UNCED will also 
serve to strengthen existing institutions in 
their work on environmental and develop- 
mental issues. 
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THE EARTH SUMMIT 


"A spectacular failure might be its best result" 


by Michael Stahl, Germany 


At the "Palace of Nations" in Geneva insects 
were chirping, birds were cheeping and mon- 
keys were screaming on the floor. Voices of 
the forest visited the United Nations as an in- 
digenous people’s representative played a tape 
recording the sounds of wildlife in order to 
demonstrate to diplomats how indigenous peo- 
ples are affected by the logging of forests. 


This incident happened at an official UN 
meeting in Geneva in August 1991 which was 
preparatory to the "United Nations Conference 
for Environment and Development" 
(UNCED). "UNCED" or the "Earth Summit" 
will take place in Rio de Janeiro in June this 
year. It is expected to become a huge 
spectacle--the biggest conference the United 
Nations has ever seen: 10,000 people will be 
among the official delegations which will be 
led by heads of state or governments. They 
will meet at the "Rio Centro,” a conference 
site 30 kilometers (19 miles) from the city. A 
highway, specially constructed to connect 
UNCED with the airport, runs on concrete 
stilts above the roofs of the "favela" slums. It 
is a visible demonstration of how politicians 
and diplomats--while talking about environ- 
ment and development--are going to keep 
themselves away from seeing the "real world." 
The "real world" in Rio de Janeiro has a 
bloody face: 427 children were murdered on 
Rio’s streets in 1991. 


These innocent children could be represented 
by the 25,000 people expected to come to Bra- 
zil as representatives of nongovernmental and 
grass-roots organizations (NGOs)--among 
them many men and women sent by the 
churches. They will meet at a "Global Forum" 
in the center of Rio. Such "NGOs" play a key 
role: within the preparatory process of 
UNCED many of them have spoken out on 
behalf of those people not represented by gov- 
emment officials. The statement I quoted in 
the beginning is just one of many examples. 
The World Council of Churches (WCC), to- 
gether with other religious communities, has 
raised its concems regarding the "Earth Char- 
ter” which contains general principles and 
rights on environment and development. 





Hundreds of items are on the agenda to be put 
before the conference, ranging from conven- 
tions on the world’s climate, rain forestry and 
bio-diversity, to trade conditions, develop- 
ment aid or the debt crisis. The "Earth Char- 
ter” as well as the "Agenda 21"--a program of 
action for the implementation of those 
principles--will be signed. A new bureauc- 
racy has been created to cope with all these 
items: ‘Preparatory Committees" (in short 
"PrepComm)--each of them assembling about 
400 diplomats and dividing them into three 
“Working Groups"--have been negotiating on 
UNCED items since 1990. Many UN officers 
and political experts have been assigned to 
Support these negotiations. Tons of paper 
have gone into UN documents. 


However, the historic spectacle as designed 
by UN officials could easily become a spec- 
tacular failure. When observing the prepara- 
tory process of UNCED as an LWF intern, it 
became quite clear to me that this is not a 
place where my ecumenical vision of justice 
and integrity of Creation becomes real. 
Rather, UNCED is an arena of tough negotia- 
tions where governments exercise their power 
and defend their interests. Thus, UNCED is 
not going to create a new world, but show 
what the world is about today: divided into 
poor peoples and rich peoples and ruled by 
structures of injustice. 


FOCUS 


The chasm between North and South, poor 
world and rich world has determined most of 
the debates during the preparatory process. In 
general, one could say that the Northern coun- 
tries tend to see the "Earth Summit” as an en- 
vironment conference whereas the Southern 
countries stress the development dimension. 
Although the rich countries accept that they, 
as the major sources of pollution, have the 
main responsibility for environment protec- 
tion, they fail to seriously address key issues 
such as poverty, debt, or technology and trade, 
or to consider the actual concessions they 
should make to halt environmental destruc- 
tion. The United States, in particular, are 
blocking any Kind of far-reaching agreement. 


The prospects of success at the Rio Summit 
are now becoming worse and worse. Take my 
country as an example. The "national report," 
which Germany, as all other UN member 
states, was asked to submit and which has just 
been published, has gone through a process of 
weakening since its first draft. 


In short, I am not at all optimistic about the 
"Earth Summit"--at least not with regard to 
the "official" one. The political outcome is 
very likely to be vagueness and a set of 
lip-services. Why then, is UNCED important 
for the future of the world? Perhaps, because 
it will fail As UNCED Secretary-General 
Maurice Strong said: "The world could be 
shocked into realizing what it has to do.” It is 
the task of grass-roots movements, churches 
and nongovernmental organizations to make 
this failure spectacular." The "Global Forum" 
in Rio de Janeiro is designed as a critical audi- 





ence which will observe the governments’ ne- 
gotiations and which will bring them before 
the worldwide public. Along with this Global 
Forum the WCC will convene an ecumenical 
gathering with the purpose of offering the 
churches’ voices on the issues raised by 
UNCED and to strengthen links between 
church people working on environment and 
development. Many national NGOs will scru- 
tinize their govemment's involvement in 
UNCED. German environment and develop- 
ment organizations, for instance, are presently 
considering rejecting the national report be- 
cause of its weakness. The churches could do 
the same. 


My experience with UNCED is teaching me 
one important thing: on the international level 
things are moving very slowly. At the 
grass-roots level it is less difficult-- 
nevertheless difficult enough--to work for po- 
litical change. Thus, I was happy to retum to 
my home town, Hamburg, Germany, where I 
am now serving as a vicar in a Lutheran con- 
gregation. My main concern with regard to is- 
sues raised by UNCED is the enormous 
amount of traffic. More than 750,000 cars-- 
that is half a car per citizen, far too many-- 
make noise in our city and contaminate the air 
which I breathe. I am involved in a movement 
which is demanding a new type of traffic: less 
cars and a change toward public transport. 1 
decided not to own a car, but to share one with 
fifteen other people in my community. 


Hopefully, this small step toward a "sustain- 
able lifestyle” will help the future as it is envi- 
sioned by the "Earth Summit" to become real. 





FOCUS 





THOUGHTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT: REDUCE, RE-USE AND RECYCLE 


by Sonja Magnuson, Canada 


I was a steward at the World Council of Churches’ Central Committee meeting in Geneva in Septem- 
ber 1991. Already so far away from Vancouver in Canada, I decided to make a side trip to Czechoslo- 
vakia and Poland. Spending all of my time with people from different cultures for two weeks as a 
steward heightened my awareness of how people live and think. 


I am concerned about the environment and appreciate how other people's "concern" is experienced 
differently in diverse cultures. As I traveled I became much more aware of how my own culture and 
resulting lifestyle affect my thoughts on environmental issues. 


Two main realizations prompted my awareness of my own culture and lifestyle. First, that on the sur- 
face, Eastern countries want Western products. I think how wasteful our attitude is because of such 
variety and availability of products. This leads to all kinds of problems such as greed and exploitation. 
For this reason the Eastern "hype" for Western lifestyle makes me sad. 


My second realization was how differently people live their day-to-day lives. Take, for example, some 
of the simple things: I was very impressed with the fact of taking one's own re-usable bag or basket to 
the shop for items bought. This may not seem that significant, but I wonder if they know that in my 
country people do not take their own bags all the time. We presume a plastic bag will be provided for 
what we buy. This is a day-to-day occurrence, an example of our wasteful attitude and harmful actions 
on the environment. We are trying to change this through the government, companies and education, 
promoting the theme of REDUCE, RE-USE AND RECYCLE, but we have a long way to go before tak- 
ing our own bags will be a natural way of life for us as it is in some European countries. 


Another example, which caught my attention that I wanted to talk with local people about, was car 
exhaust. I wonder if people in the Eastern European cities are as concerned about the exhaust emis- 
sions from their cars as much as Iam. In Canada we have eliminated the use of leaded gasoline which 
is unhealthy for children to breathe and is a pollutant of the atmosphere. I wonder about their concern 
for this problem considering how long people wait to own a car. 





Y Where I live car pollution is still the main cause of air pollution in the area. We have still to continue 
Y to change and develop. Even so, I wish the technology we have here now could be directly transferred 

to other countries where leaded car exhaust continues to be a problem. Obviously it takes more than 
just transferring information, it takes awareness, political will, money, and more. But a start could be 
just understanding and an attitude of sharing. 


ea These are my simple observations after traveling in other countries seeing things that could be 
oe changed. I learned about my culture and lifestyle by experiencing that of others. The issues surround- 
‘ ing the environment are complex. There is a sense of urgency in our response to the environment in 
Canada. I hope that in coming to understand and appreciate cultures and lifestyles of other countries, 
we can share ideas, technology and thoughts with them in the interest of the integrity of Creation. 
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FOCUS 


Some of our readers will remember that Youth Letter 28 (June 1990) included extensive 
reports from the Pre-Assembly Youth Conference held in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 
Final Document contained a chapter called "Environment." We now print this chapter 
together with the section of the Curitiba document called "A Liberated Creation.' As you 


will see, there are recommendations and commitments in these documents that remain 
unfulfilled, actions untaken and questions that are not dealt with seriously in the 
churches, seminaries or in youth work. We would like you to reflect on these texts and 
use them as resources in your youth work for preparation, thematical reflection and Bible 
studies, when preparing for action--so that we may have a common future! 








Before anything existed, God made a decision 
to create the universe, making heaven and 
earth and plants and animals. Afterwards God 
created humankind as thinking beings to be re- 
sponsible for Creation (Gen. 1:26). Now, we 
are destroying it. 


Our environment is continuously attacked in 
hundreds of different ways: polluting systems 
such as the use of nuclear energy, the dumping 
of non-biodegradable waste, the destruction of 
rain forests, the above normal and unnecessary 
use of chemicals in industry and agriculture... 


We are dealing with a global issue which af- 
fects all of us: acid rain in Europe and North 
America, the greenhouse effect, the pollution 
of oceans, desertification in Afrıca and Latin 
America and floods in Asia. 


We cannot separate the destruction of the envi- 
ronment from other issues concerning peace 
and justice. Shortsighted economic plans ex- 
ploit the environment preventing a sustainable 
economy from developing. The destruction of 
the environment destroys the living conditions 
of indigenous people and is closely connected 
with political repression against them. 


There is growing consciousness of economic 
interests, environment and social justice issues. 
This also is linked to our understanding of our- 
selves in relation to our external reality. 


The human attitude has been one of dominance 
over nature, as well as many other kinds of 
dominance. We need a new understanding of 


"ENVIRONMENT" 
Chapter from 
Final Document of Pre-Assembly Youth Conference 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


the relationship between people and the whole 
Creation. Nature has life in itself and does not 
depend on us, but there is a close interrelation- 
ship, on which we depend. 


We hope for salvation and redemption: our 
dependence on the entire creation makes it 
necessary that we struggle for the preservation 
and redemption of nature as well. Thus those 
who confess Jesus as Lord, take upon them- 
selves the responsibility of not ignoring the 
vast destruction currently happening to nature. 


After reflection on this global issue, we be- 
lieve that the Lutheran World Federation 
member churches should set an example to the 
world by working for the preservation of na- 
ture. To do so, we recommend the following 
concrete steps, as examples of ecological 
struggle at global, local and personal levels. 


The LWF, local churches and Christian youth 
organizations should: 


- Stand up against the destruction of the rain 
forests of the Amazon, the dumping of toxic 
waste in different countries and under the 
seas, the pollution of the atmosphere and de- 
sertification; 


- motivate reflection at different levels, espe- 
cially in theological seminaries; 


- be more consistent in their relationship to 
nature in their daily lives. 


We hear the cries from creation 
as a chorus of anguish. The fu- 
ture of the earth is threatened. 
There is an increasing awareness 
everywhere of growing ecologi- 
cal crisis. In all regions of the 
world we observe the destruction 
af the environment. 


The ozone layer is threatened, 
and without its protection all life 
is endangered. The "greenhouse 
effect" is changing the climate of 
the earth and these changes could 
be more devastating than nuclear 
war. The rain forests are being 
destroyed in the Amazon area and 
also in Asia and Africa. There 
are alarming estimates on the rate 
of the extinction of species. The 
effects of acid rain in industrial- 
ized countries and the indiscrimi- 
nate use of pesticides are appall- 


ing. 


Some look to genetic engineering 
to meet basic needs for sufficient 
food, others are convinced that 
genetic manipulation is an insult 
to the sacredness of life. 


Social catastrophes are resulting 
from the disturbance of ecologi- 
cal balance. Urbanization and 
problems of overpopulation lead 
to transmigrations which cause 
further ecological and social 
problems. In highly industrial- 
ized countries an excessive and 
wasteful use of the natural re- 
sources of our earth jeopardizes 
the long-term supply of basıc 
needs for everyone--the con- 
sumption of fossil fuels by mil- 
lions of cars, for example. 


Ecological and economic prob- 
lems are interrelated. There are 
tensions between economic 
growth and ecological sustain- 
ability. The Itaipu Dam is an ex- 


- We commit ourselves to 


threats to God’s Creation. 


"ALIBERATED CREATION" 
section of a document from the LWF Eighth Assembly, Curitiba, Brazil 


ample: It produces needed elec- 
tricity for Brazil, Paraguay and 
Argentina. But ıt has destroyed 
the local environment, flooding 
forests and farmiands, and has 
driven local people from their 
land to already crowded cities or 
to the "new frontier” in the Ama- 
zon area, 


The interrelatedness of the total 
ecosystem calls for answers to 
these cries which cannot come 
simply from technology. There ıs 
need for a new set of values and 
for a rediscovery of the spiritual 
dimension of human life on earth. 


Christians believe in God as crea- 
tor, redeemer and sustainer of 
life. God created the earth as a 
place of joy and beauty. Human- 
kind is created in the image of 
God who is "the friend of life" 
(Wisdom of Solomon), but for 
centuries we have emphasized the 
submission of nature to human 
domination. Sin and the powers 
of destruction have brought hu- 
manity to the point of forsaking 
its calling to be a guardian and 
steward, and instead becoming a 
destroyer. It is now time to re- 
capture the biblical understanding 
that we are created with benefi- 
cial powers to care for commu- 
nity and establish relationships of 
peace among creatures. 


There is an inseparable relation- 
ship and interdependence be- 
tween humanity and creation as a 
whole, for survival as well as for 
salvation. We believe “that the 
Creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom 
of the children of God" (Romans 
8:21). 


In Christ the new humanity and 


the world to come begin (Colos- 
sians 1:15-23). This is celebrated 
whenever a person is baptized. 
According to long practice the 
church should baptize in pure un- 
polluted water, a symbol of "the 
river of the water of life, as clear 
as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God" (Revelation 22:1). 
The water of baptism is a re- 
minder of God's promise and af- 
firms our commitment to the 
preservation of nature. But now 
in many parts of the world it is no 
longer possible to find unpolluted 
waler. 


Similarly, in the Eucharist the 
fruits of the earth are brought to 
the table. Bread baked from the 
harvest of the fields, wine ripened 
on sunny slopes symbolize all 
that we need to live even as they 
bring us the very body and blood 
of Christ. With prayer and 
thanksgiving we receive what the 
creator gives as free gifts, the 
blessings of our labor, reminding 
us that our whole life ts depend- 
ent on soil, on sun, on water and 
on air. But now it is often diffi- 
cult to find bread and wine un- 
contaminated by chemicals. 


The church is also a part of God's 
Creation. It proclaims the good- 
ness and beauty of life and yet at 
the same time takes part in deci- 
sions and actions which threaten 
Creation. Thus we are both per- 
petrators and victims of environ- 
mental destruction. This is our 
partnership in the sin of human- 
kind. We confess our sin that we 
have not been faithful stewards of 
God’s Creation. 


In Jesus Christ, however, there is 
hope for a new beginning. Open 
to the future, the church ıs an 
agent for the hope that encom- 
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passes a new heaven and a new 
earth. Faithful in its stewardship 
to the Creation, the church and its 
members should be dedicated to 
modesty in lifestyle and organiza- 
tional structures. 


The church has a unique opportu- 
nity to witness to the unity of 
God's world as it celebrates in lit- 
urgy and festival the goodness 
and beauty of Creation and ex- 
presses gratitude for those who 
work to preserve it. At the same 
time it is part of the church's task 
to lift a prophetic voice in society 
when God's Creation is endan- 
gered and to participate in politi- 
cal struggles and decision-making 
processes where the fate not only 
of the present world, but also of 
the life conditions of future gen- 
erations are at stake. 


Together with people of other 
faiths and ideologies who strug- 
gle for the same goal, the 
churches should advocate the use 
of existing laws as well as new 
legislation and utilize non-violent 
action and civil obedience in 
striving to protect all life. 


The churches should always be 
open to cooperation with govem- 
mental, nongovernmental and in- 
dependent organizations and po- 
litical parties committed to this 
issue and take sides with groups 
and programs dedicated to an 
environmentally sustainable soci- 
ety, such as those who sponsor 


"Earth Day." 


It is essential that questions of 
creation and ecology be taken up 
in Christian education and 
catechetical instruction including 
the educational formation of all 
professional leaders. 


the formation of one global lifeline of churches supporting each other in confronting 


- We commit ourselves to the ongoing ecumenical conciliar process for Justice, Peace and Integnty of Creation. 


- We commit ourselves in our own nations as well as in international organizations to support the Evangelical 
Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil and popular ecological movements in their endeavor to defend the 
Amazon area, lung of the earth, against ecological, social and economic destruction such as the burning of the 
tropical rain forest, thereby disrupting life conditions of Indians and giving cause to widespread displacement of 
indigenous people. 
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CARIBBEAN LUTHERAN YOUTH CONVOCATION 


For a few hectic and hot days in 
November, twenty young adults, youth 
leaders from the Lutheran churches in 
Suriname, Guyana and Puerto Rico, 
gathered in Paramaribo, Suriname. 


The overall theme "Renewing God's 
Creation, a Challenge to Lutherans in 
the Caribbean" covered a broad 
spectrum of issues for the youth as well 
as adults in the parallel Caribbean 
Lutheran Conference (CLC). 


The real achievement was a change in 
the constitution of the CLC, which will 
give the youth represented a voice and 
vote in addition to a seat in the 
Caribbean Continuation Committee--the 
governing body between the assemblies. 


the 


Denise Goolsaran who wrote 
following report is one of the active 
young women from Guyana. 





"Caring for God's Creation is everybody’s business..." 


This presentation began with a very practical 
question: "Is the ecological crisis a reality for 
us"? It was against this background that the 
presentation was developed. An article from 
the Financial Times of November 1991 was 
shown. This article served to heighten aware- 
ness among the youth of the escalating eco- 
logical crisis on a global scale as well as at 
the regional level, including Caribbean and 
Latin American countries. This served to link 
the theme to Caribbean realities. 


We were further challenged to recognize the 
crisis as a present reality, rather than an 
apocalyptic future. It was from this perspec- 
tive that we, the youth, explored the theme to- 
gether. The discussion progressed through a 
systematic breakdown based on an approach 
derived from Liberation Theology. The four 
stages were: 


- A description of the situation as it exists in 


individual countries as well as within the 
wider world community; 
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- finding a norm from biblical passages; 


- using a biblical text to formulate a kind of 
judgment on our situation; and 


- developing a plan of action which has its 
roots in the preceding analysis. 


Groups used the above-mentioned approach 
to examine the ecological crisis in relation to 
one of the following elements: water, earth, 
air and living species. These elements cov- 
ered the whole of Creation. 


These group discussions climaxed in a gen- 
eral discussion in which the following key 
points were emphasized. It was agreed that 
underlying the issues discussed was the rela- 
tionship between God and humankind, and 
God and Creation. The biblical texts illus- 
trated that humankind was placed in charge of 
Creation, evidently humankind has neglected 
its responsibility in many ways and this has 
resulted in much destruction and catastrophe. 


Biblical texts also illustrated that if humankind 
recognizes its sin and is willing to repent and 
change its attitudes and act responsibly, God 
has promised to renew his Creation. 


The groups as a whole recognized the interde- 
pendence between human beings, water, earth, 
air and living species. The Rev. Sıv Limstrand 
also pointed out the dependence of human be- 
ings on the love of God. 


Having shared solutions to various environ- 
mental problems, the group discussed how 
feasible it would be to implement such solu- 
tions in their own countries. Most participants 
agreed that the most feasible action could be 
taken on an individual level by informing and 
educating others as to responsible actions. 


Youth were encouraged to see themselves as 
agents of change, acting as the prophetic voice 
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of God in the world through a relevant inter- 
pretation of biblical texts. They were also 
challenged to take a stand for development 
with justice. However, it was pointed out that 
sustainable development is dependent on ad- 
vanced technology and the corresponding fi- 
nancial backing. 


Thus, sustainable development is a highly 
politicized issue where the impact of pressure 
groups is limited, since the economic situation 
determines the course of action. Because of 
this, participation in such national decisions is 
limited. Nevertheless, the overriding spirit of 
the presentation was one of commitment to 
responsible action. 


I must mention that the approach adopted for 
this presentation was one which stimulated an 
encouraging amount of participation from the 
youth. 





TEST YOURSELF OR YOUR YOUTH GROUP ! 
Match the action with the consequence... 


ACTION 
Avoiding using air-conditioning. 
Avoiding using disposable products. 
Using lower thermostat settings in winter. 
Recycling paper. 
Planting trees. 
Eating organic food. 
Avoiding plastic six-pack rings. 
Refraining from releasing helium balloons. 
Switching to bio-degradable cleansers. 

. Recycling cans. 


. Refusing junk mail. 


CONSEQUENCE 


a. Uses less landfill. 
Saves trees. 
Protects groundwater. 
Reduces water pollution. 
Saves birds and fish. 
Saves the ozone. 
Saves pelicans. 
Saves energy resources. 
Decreases global warming. 
Decreases mining. 


Saves the forests. 


The correct answers may be found on Page 24 ... 
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ADVOCATING BICYCLES IN NIGERIA 


by Godwin O. J. Okeaduh, Nigeria 


Bicycle for Agriculture Nigeria (BAN) 
is a group focusing specifically on 
providing support for bicycle 
advocates. 





The goals of the group are: 


* To find and use pollution-free systems of transportation; 

* to increase rural and urban agricultural production, thereby contributing to the 
overall increase in the Nigerian economy; and 

* to improve on the individual health of our farmers and increase their life span, 
especially of our youth who are being encouraged to join the agricultural industry. 


BAN sees bicycle transportation as an appropriate technology for agricultural production, espe- 
cially in Nigeria where the roads leading to agricultural farms are very narrow. 


Inappropriate transportation development has not only a high social cost, but also a heavy envi- 
ronmental cost. Most recent transportation developments such as ships, aeroplanes and vehi- 
cles, have increased enormously: noise, air pollution, reduction in marine and wildlife, stress 
and pollution related to health problems. 


Most Nigerian youths prefer to ride to school, go on errands and enjoy bicycle exercising rather 
than going on a vehicle. The advantages of the bicycle over other transportation systems are 
that: 


- It is free from pollution, requires no fuel and has no adverse effect on our environment; 
- it is more economical, easy to operate compared with other systems of transportation; and 
- it has an insignificant accident rate. 


Despite the fact that the bicycle is recognized and used by millions of people in Nigeria and that 
it is free from environmental pollution, the cost of a bicycle is very high and beyond the reach 
of an average farmer. BAN therefore advocates that the cost of bicycles be reduced to an af- 
fordable price for the average farmer. 


Bicycle transportation is an important means to other ends such as environmental, economical, 
educational, social, personal and agricultural ones. Bicycle transportation is a link to opportu- 
nity. It links workers to places of employment, producers to users of goods and services, stu- 
dents to schools, patients to health care, everyone to family and friends and it facilitates the 
journeys of rural farmers to and from their farms. 


Individuals and groups wishing to help BAN to promote the bicycle for agriculture in Nigeria 


should contact the Executive Director, Bicycle for Agriculture, Nigeria, BAN, P.O. Box 3130, 
ABUJA, Federal Capital Territory, Nigeria. 
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CAMP IN GLAY, HERIMONCOURT, FRANCE 
AUGUST 14-28, 1991 


The two-week International Youth Camp (Chantier In- 
ternational) in Glay is an ecumenical camp organized 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in France at the 
Glay Center in Herimoncourt, France. Last year was 
the second year that such a camp was organized. An- 
other is planned for 1992. 


If you are interested in participating in the 1992 camp, 
you may write to us, or directly to: Centre de Glay, 
F-25310 Herimoncourt/Doubs, France. 


The program includes reflections on the theme: "Carv- 
ing Our pathway respecting the Integrity of Creation,” 
working together to improve the walking-path network 
surrounding Glay and to discover the region. The pro- 
gram is aimed at overcoming cultural and language bar- 
riers in building a Christian fellowship. The Youth 
Desk of the Lutheran World Federation contributed to- 
ward travel costs for some of the participants of the 
1991 youth camp. 


The 1991 camp gathered twenty-six young participants 
between fifteen and twenty-three years of age from Po- 
land, Ireland, Germany and France. In their work, but 
also through reflection, leisure time, discovering the 
richness of the region or simply by being part of a 
group, the participants could meet despite language 
barriers. They reflected on problems of the environ- 
ment and humankind’s responsibility toward the Crea- 
tion. The result of these reflections 1s a three-part re- 
sponse to the Final Document of the Basel Assembly 
1989 with the theme: “Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation”: 


A Response to the Document from Basel 


We, the members of the Chantier International 1991, 
have come together at Glay to discuss environmental 
issues and to respond to the final document drawn up 
by the Assembly in Basel, We all agree that this crisis 
calls for action and that the attitudes, conceit and stu- 
pidity of humanity are part of the basic cause. We also 
agree that emphasis needs to be placed on preservation 
of the Creation rather than the destructive control that 
mankind has practiced. Although your text speaks elo- 
quently about these problems, it seemed to us to be 
lacking in substance. We felt that too much emphasis 
was placed on the role of Christianity as a solution. 
The complexity encompasses all religions, in fact, since 
it is a global crisis it calls for a global solution. 


Comment on Genesis 1:26-31, 2:4-9, 15-17 


Feeling that knowledge of the Creation story in Genesis 
would be helpful to our understanding of the problems, 
we read the two texts mentioned above. The different 
words used to describe the role of humans in Creation 
appear contradictory. In 1:28, we are given the image 
of humankind placed above the rest of Creation, sepa- 
rated from its origin. In 2:15, we see man being placed 





in the Garden of Eden (i.e. in the midst of his origin) 
and thus on the same level as the rest of Creation. Try- 
ing to subdue and have dominion over the earth is what 
has caused our problems. Now we should try to adopt 
the attitude of tilling and keeping as seen in the second 
chapter. 


Our intentions and goals 


We would like to specify that this crisis results directly 
from human behavior. The fault does not lie with sci- 
ence or technology, but with the misuse of these power- 
ful tools. We need to accept the responsibility of caus- 
ing these problems and also of finding the solutions. 
Leaming about these problems and what can be done 
about them is precursory to action. Thus, education is 
paramount. Only after being educated can we, as indi- 
viduals, make the decision as to what is to be done. 
One person's actions may seem insignificant on a 
global scale. But the sum of all our personal actions to- 
gether would constitute the required effort. We can no 
longer blame large companies or governments. 


Now is the time to act. We can no longer pass the re- 
sponsibility to politicians, but must make a profound 
decision to rise above our passivity and work toward a 
positive goal. 
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j von Michael Flamm, Schweiz 


Gegen Ende meines Studiums in der Abteilung fiir 
Elektrotechnik der ETH Zürich empfand ich zuneh- 
mend Mühe, die von den Professoren vertretene Phi- 
losophie zu akzeptieren. Der allgegenwärtige und be- 
dingungslose Glaube an die Fähigkeiten der Technik, 
alle bestehenden Probleme zu lösen, überzeugte mich 
nicht mehr. Besonders die neu erreichte globale Di- 
mension der ökologischen Probleme unserer Zeit und 
die bei der Entstehung dieser Probleme gespielte Rolle 
der Technik zwangen mich, über meine zukünftige 
Rolle als Ingenieur nachzudenken. 


Nach meinen Abschlussprüfungen spürte ich deshalb 
den Drang, nicht sofort in den Berufsalltag einzustei- 
gen. Ich wollte erst einmal neue Lebenserfahrungen in 
einer beschränkten, überblickbaren Umgebung sam- 
meln, von denen ich mir ein neues Selbstvertrauen er- 
hoffte. Nachgedacht hatte ich schon genug... Ich wollte 
endlich meine Überlegungen unter dem Motto "Global 
denken, lokal handeln", wenn auch nur teilweise, in die 
Tat umsetzen. 


Den idealen Rahmen dazu fand ich durch einen glückli- 
chen Zufall in einem kleinen Gemüseanbaubetrieb im 
Verzascatal, nördlich von Locarno. Zwei Jugendliche 
meines Alters, Elena und Gian-Paolo, hatten sich hier 
seit einem Jahr zusammengeschlossen, um ihre Ideale 
einer "anderen", ökologisch vertretbaren Lebensweise 
zu realisieren. Hauptmerkmale dieser alternativen Le- 
bensweise waren die Suche nach einer gesunden 
‚Nahrung und eine genügsame Haltung gegenüber ma- 
teriellen Werten. So entschloss ich mich, einen Sommer 
lang in dieser wunderschönen Tessiner Gebirgswelt zu 
verbringen und meine Arbeitskraft meinen neuen 
Freunden zur Verfügung zu stellen. 


Arbeit gab es ja genug... Wir bewirtschafteten ungefähr 
ein Hektar Land nach den Richtlinien des biologischen 
Landbaus, das heisst ohne Einsatz von chemischen 
Schädlingsbekämpfungsmitteln und ohne Benützung 
von mineralischem Dünger, die heute für einen we- 
sentlichen Teil der Wasser- und Bodenvergiftung ver- 
antwortlich sind. Ausserdem verzichteten wir möglichst 
auf den Einsatz von Maschinen, einerseits um Energie 
einzusparen und andererseits um die durch den lästigen 
Motorlärm verursachten Stressgefühle zu vermeiden. 


Diese von uns gewählten "Einschränkungen" zwangen 
uns natürlich zu einem erhöhten persönlichen Einsatz. 
Unkraut entfernten wir teils mit blosser Hand, teils mit 
geeigneten Geräten. Die weitgehend eigene Herstel- 
lung von Kompostdünger war auch sehr arbeitsintensiv. 
Dadurch wuchsen die täglichen Arbeitszeiten durchaus 
bis auf 15 Stunden und dies 6 Tage in der Woche. Aber 
wir konnten die Arbeit geniessen: Das Beobachten des 
heranwachsenden Gemüses, das gelegentliche Pro- 
bieren von Erdbeeren, Heidelbeeren oder auch von 
aussergewöhnlichen Gemiisearten waren dankende 
Erlebnisse. 
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EIN SOMMER IM TESSIN 
Erlebnis einer "anderen" Lebensweise 









Unsere Nahrung produzierten wir natürlich weitgehend 
selber. Da wir uns der schädlichen Auswirkungen der 
massiven Fleischproduktion auf Tiere und Natur 
bewusst waren, bestand unsere Nahrung sowieso weit- 
gehend aus vegetarischen Produkten. Ich selber hatte 
noch keine Erfahrung im Kochen von vegetarischen 
Gerichten, und ich entdeckte, wie abwechslungsreich 
und wie schmackhaft verschiedene, mir zum Teil un- 
bekannte Getreidearten mit Gemüsen und Früchten zu- 
bereitet werden können. 


Nudeln, Reis und andere Getreidearten kauften wir 
selbstverständlich auch aus biologischem Anbau. Fi- 
nanziell gesehen zwang uns dies, einen gewissen Mehr- 
preis in Kauf zu nehmen, aber der Wunsch nach einer 
gesunden und in einer ökologisch vertretbaren Weise 
produzierten Nahrung war uns wichtiger als der Anreiz, 
Geld für andere Zwecke zu sparen. Durch den wesentli- 
chen Anteil an eigener Nahrungsmittelproduktion kam 
uns dies schliesslich auch nicht teurer als was durch- 
schnittlich für die Nahrung ausgegeben wird... 


Das Hauptproblem unseres Betriebs lag aber trotzdem 
im wirtschaftlichen Bereich: Wie für viele andere Land- 
wirtschaftsbetriebe sind die Ertragsmöglichkeiten in un- 
serer heutigen Gesellschaft auch für uns nur beschränkt. 
Da die Bevölkerung immer weniger für die Nahrung 
ausgeben möchte, hat sich die Lage unserer Land- 
wirtschaft stets verschlechtert und hat sie schliesslich 
auch dazu gezwungen, auf ökologisch fragwürdige Pro- 
duktionsverfahren auszuweichen, um die Rentabilität 
der Betriebe zu sichem. Wir wollten dieser Entwick- 
lung entgegenwirken und mussten dabei akzeptieren, 
mit geringen finanziellen Mitteln auszukommen. Wir 
waren dazu bereit, solange dies uns nicht den Spass am 
Leben verderben sollte. Diese Lage "zwang" Elena und 
Gian-Paolo, freiwillige Helfer für einige Wochen bis zu 
einigen Monaten zu suchen, und so stiessen sie unter 
anderem auch auf mich. Auf diese Weise erschienen 
ständig neue Leute, meist Jugendliche, auf unserem Be- 
trieb, und ein reges Leben entstand den ganzen Sommer 
lang auf den Feldern und in unseren Häusern. Die 
Gespräche, die wir untereinander führten, und andere 
gemeinsamen Aktivitäten wie Spaziergänge oder kleine 
Wanderungen erlaubten uns, mit wenig finanziellen 
Mitteln Freude an der Arbeit und am Zusammenleben 
zu haben. 


Die während meines Tessiner Sommers gemachten Er- 
fahrungen bedeuten mir heute sehr viel. Sie erlaubten 
mir, eine “andere” Lebensweise zu entdecken, die das 
Schwergewicht auf soziale Kontakte und auf ein ökolo- 
gisches (Selbst-) Bewusstsein setzt, statt die in der heu- 
tigen Gesellschaft üblichen materiellen Werte in den 
Vordergrund zu stellen. Und ich bin mir heute sicher, 
dass ich auch in Zukunft stets eine solche Lebensweise 
anstreben werde, auch wenn die Gesellschaft mir dabei 
mit einem merkwürdigen Blick zuschaut... 
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AFAN 
Earth Summit 


The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, I-12 June 1992) 


Earth Pledge 


Recognizing that people's actions towards nature and each other 
are the source of growing damage to the environment and resources 


needed to meet human needs and to ensure survival and development, 


I PLEDGE to act to the best of my ability 
to help make the Earth a secure and hospitable home 


for present and future generations. 


Signature, mark or thumb print of 


signer, and citizenship 





IN OUR HANDS 


Cumbre para la Tierra 


Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas sobre el Medio Ambiente y el Desarrollo 
(Rio de Janeiro, Brasil 1° a 12 de junio de 1992) 


Promesa por la Tierra 


Reconociendo que el comportamiento del hombre en sus relaciones con la 
naturaleza y con sus semejantes es la causa del creciente deterioro del medio 
ambiente y de los recursos imprescindibles para satisfacer las necesidades 


humanas y para la supervivencia y el desarrollo de todos, 


PROMETO hacer cuanto esté a mi alcance por contribuir a que la Tierra 


sea un hogar seguro y acogedor para las generaciones presentes y futuras, 





Firma, signo o huella dactilar del 


firmante y nacionalidad 





EN NUESTRAS MANOS 
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WORLD SCOUT ENVIRONMENT NETWORK 


STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES 


The Network is an experiment in full 
youth participation. The objectives given 
below are designed to answer two ques- 
tions: 


What can Scouting do for the environ- 
ment? 


What can environmental education do 
for Scouting? 


The World Scout Environment Network 
will: 


* Encourage initiatives for environ- 
mental action from young people by: 


- enabling them to express their own needs; 
- helping them to plan a course of action; and 
- providing appropriate start-up funding 

for small projects. 


* Mobilize the many young peopie who 
already are Scouts to be even more ac- 
tive in their communities, The Net- 
work will encourage all efforts to build 
a healthy environment for young 
people. It will help Scouts to pursue 
their diverse interests while together 
working toward a better place to live 
and grow. 


* Focus Scouting's unique educational 
method on: 


- an approach which sees Scout activities as 
interrelated: 

- building a healthy human environment for 
young people; and 

- the idea of a learning community. 


Share ideas and resources for program 
development between Scouts, the na- 
tional Scout organizations, and the 
World Organization of the Scout 
Movement. The Network will take ad- 
vantage of support available through 
existing environmental networks and 
databases. It will strengthen the links 
between the Scout Movement and 
other groups concerned with issues 


important to young people. 





SCOUTS ACT BY LISTENING TO YOUNG PEOPLE 


A new World Scout publication goes straight to the 
heart of a growing youth-led environment network 









Scouts bring environmental education home to young people. Scouts want young 
people to take responsibility for the direction of their lives...to make a difference 
in their communities. The Scout Program helps by bringing environmental con- 
cerns right into the lives of young people, showing how a sound environment 
makes it easier to fulfill short- and long-term needs. 









The World Organization of the Scout Movement is supporting this process by the 
recent publishing of “Scouting: Action for the Environment,” which is designed to 
help young people use the resources they already have to maximum effect. Most 
exciting, the World Organization is now initiating a World Scout Environment 
Network to tie together the many projects Scouts regularly undertake in commu- 
nity development. The Network will bring together needs, resources and will- 
power, all with the goal of learning from the development process, 








Scouting: Action for the Environment, or "S.A.F.E.," as the publication is often 
called, does just what its title says: encourages the world's 16 million Scouts to 
take action. Even the creation of S.A.F.E. called for actions never tried before. 
Experts in ten fields of environmental study were brought together, by UNEP 
(United Nations Environment Program), in a conference with Scout leaders. The 
working group was asked to put themselves in the shoes of young people. This 
week-long meeting at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi produced valuable lists of 
activities which Scouts could do to protect the environment and to teach others 
about it. 














To provide background for the ten sets of activities, World Scout Bureau staff and 
volunteers put technical material from UNEP in a form for non-technical readers. 
Scouting: Action for the Environment was written with the idea that young people 
can understand complex environmental problems if they are given the background 
knowledge in clear terms. This process of learning to understand the problem 
helps young people to find solutions for themselves. 










Both Scouting: Action for the Environment and the World Scout Environment 
Network fit with Scouting's unique educational method of learning by doing. 
Whether Scouts organize a beach cleanup, an information campaign, or measure 
the danger from chemicals in their own homes, part of the process is learning how 
to solve problems. 












The Network will put young people directly in contact with one another as they 
carry out their projects. By communicating and working together, Scouts from all 
over the world find it easier to imagine themselves in another person's situation. 
A large part of any effort to cooperate in community development is to be able to 
see how actions affect not just oneself, but people who are very different--and 
whose interests are often just as valid. 












The World Scout Environment Network will have its focus not at the World Scout 
Bureau in Geneva, but in the home of a young Scout volunteer. This volunteer 
will initiate contact directly with young people, serving as a link between net- 
workers with similar needs, resources or projects. One goal of the Network is to 
utilize information from environment databases which are already available 
through electronic communications systems. 








International understanding is not new to Scouting, which has been building 
sister- and brotherhood across state boundaries for eighty years, Because most 
teaching in Scout programs happens between young people, the learning takes 
place at that informal, easy level which can change not just knowledge, but atti- 


tudes. 








Scouting: Action for the Environment is available in French and English, and has 
recently been translated into Czech. Arabic, Spanish and Polish translations are 
on the way. Because it is a series of pamphlets, rather than a book, the parts of the 
publication which apply to environmental challenges in a particular location are 
easily reproduced and distributed to Scout groups in their own language. 








Using the resources of S.A.F.E. and working side by side through a network of 
youth cooperation there is no limit to what millions of young people can accom- 
plish! 






For more information write to: 
Paul C. Kapfer, 945 Oakcrest 12-B, Iowa City, Iowa 52246, USA 


(tel.: 319-354 3969) 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO! 


Use paper wisely. Write on both sides. 
Protect ponds and rivers. When you visit a beach, keep ıt clean. 
Continue using cloth nappies (diapers) rather than disposable ones. 


Use compact-fluorescent bulbs - they need 75% less energy than incan- 
descent light bulbs. Save energy. Tum off electric lights whenever possi- 
ble. 


Plant a tree or shrub for every one you cut down and protect them from 
damage even if you don't cut any. 


Buy products in recyclable or bio-degradable containers and re-use them. 


Inform manufacturers who use excessive packaging that you will accept 
less or none. 


Write to your government officials about your environmental concerns. 
Water plants in early morning or at night to minimize evaporation. 

Save water. If there are leaky faucets (taps) in your house or you find a 
broken pipe, tell an adult who can get it fixed. Don't leave the water run- 
ning. 

Dispose of your rubbish properly. 


Eat less meat. It takes 8 kilos of grain and soybeans to produce one kilo 
(2..2 Ibs) of beef. 


Avoid products that use aerosol sprays. 
Use non-toxic insect sprays. 

Recycle used motor oıl at a service station. 
Buy paper plates and cups--not foam. 


Pick up litter wherever you can. Make it a project during a family, school 
or church outing. 


Dispose of hazardous products properly. 

Use cloth serviettes (napkins). 

Get involved in local environmental projects. 

Encourage recycling where you work. 

Help save endangered animals. Avoid products made from endangered 
animals. Don’t buy or use objects made from fur, ivory, reptile skin or 
tortoise shell. 

Save and re-use boxes, glass and packing materials. 

Obey speed limits. 


Support public officials who have a good public service record concerning 
the environment. 


Read books about our Earth. Share with your friends what you have 
learned. 


Form your own nature club. Invite your friends to clean up the neighbor- 
hood. 


J 
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CHANGE OF LIFESTYLE ! 


In November 1991, more than 600 
women gathered in Miami, Florida, 
United States, for the “World Women’s 
Congress for a Healthy Planet." They 
discussed the continuing degradation of 
the environment and the role that life- 
style plays in this process. 


The consensus the participants reached 
was that the consumer-oriented Westem- 
type lifestyle was not a path which the 
Third World should follow. 


A delegate from the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) said that the 
common understanding of what "the 
good life” is must be changed if we are to 
pass on any of the earth’s resources to fu- 
ture generations. The plastic containers, 
disposable diapers and disposable dinner- 
ware associated with affluent living and 
less work for women will lead to even 
more serious and widespread destruction 
of our planet. Clearly, what is "easier" 
for us in the short run is, over time, 
strangling our earth. 


Some women agreed that an unspoken 
reason for the USA going to war against 
Iraq was its need to protect cheap, unin- 
terrupted oil supplies to sustain the na- 
tion’s high-consumption lifestyle. 


The delegates from the Congress pre- 
pared a set of recommendations for the 
leaders’ meeting in June at the UN Con- 
ference on Environment and Develop- 
ment, stressing the fact that such waste- 
ful use of resources could not be main- 
tained. 


One participant from the Philippines de- 
scribed the ways in which women could 
be of tremendous help to the environ- 
ment through smart buying habits. One 
of the first things to do, she said, would 
be to reduce garbage by not buying dis- 
posable products, buying products that 
can be recycled and using one’s own gro- 
cery bags when shopping. 


With consumers simply refusing to buy 
anything with many layers of packaging, 
manufacturers would become more 
aware of their destructive use of re- 
sources. If everyone were to retum used 
materials to the factories in which they 
originated, we might no longer need to 
cut trees to make paper, drill oil to make 
plastics or mine salt and silica to make 
bottles. 


17 


FOCUS 





LITURGICAL SOURCES FOR EARTH DAY APRIL 22 OR PENTECOST JUNE 7 


Prayer for the Day (from St. Patrick) 


I arise today through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, through belief in the threeness, 
through confession of the oneness of the Creator of Creation. 


I arise today through the strength of heaven; light of sun, radiance of moon, splendor of fire, 
speed of lightning, swiftness of wind, depth of sea, stability of earth, firmness of rock. 


I arise today through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, through belief in the threeness, 
through confession of the oneness of the Creator of Creation. Amen. 


For the Meditation ("Prayer for the Great Family" by Gary Snyder after a Mohawk paper) 


Gratitude to Mother Earth, sailing through night and day Gratitude to Water: Clouds, lakes, rivers, glaciers; 
- and to her soil: rich, rare, and sweet holding or releasing; streaming through all our own 
in our minds so be it. (chorus response) bodies’ salty seas 

in our minds so be it. 
Gratitude to Plants, the sun-facing light-changing leaf 
and fine root-hairs; standing still through wind Gratitude to the Sun: Blinding pulsing light through 
and rain; their dance is in the flowing spiral grain trunks of trees, through mists, warming caves where 
in our minds so be it. bears and snakes sleep - he who wakes us - 

in our minds so be it. 
Gratitude to Air, bearing the soaring Swift and the 
silent Owl at dawn. Gratitude to the Great Sky who holds billions of stars 
Breath of our song clear spirit breeze - and goes yet beyond that - 
in our minds so be it. beyond all powers and thoughts 

and yet is within us - 


Gratitude to Wild Beings, our sisters teaching secrets, Grandfather Space. 
freedoms, and ways; who share with us their milk; The Mind is his Wife. 
self-complete, brave, and aware 

in our minds so be it. So be it. 


For the Offertor y ("A Prayer of Gratitude" from St. Francis of Assisi) 


Most, High, all powerful, good Lord, to you all praise, glory and honor and all blessing; 
to you alone, Most High, they belong and no man is worthy of naming you. 


Praised be you, my Lord, with all your creatures, especially Milord Brother Sun, who brings day, 
and by whom you enlighten us; he 1s beautiful, he shines with great splendor: 
of you, Most High he is the symbol. 


Praised be you, my Lord, for Sister Moon and the Stars: 
in the heavens you formed them, clear, precious and beautiful. 


Praised be you, my Lord, for Brother Wind and for the air and for the clouds, 
for the azure calm and for all climes by which you give life to your creatures. 


Praised be you, My Lord, for Sister Water, who is very useful and humble, precious and chaste. 


Praised be you my Lord, for Brother Fire, by whom you enlighten the night: 
he is beautiful and joyous, indomitable and strong. 


Praised be you, My Lord, for Sister our mother the earth, who nourishes us and bears us, 
and produces all kinds of fruits, with the speckled flowers and the herbs. 


And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name, and join in adoring song. 
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Dismissal (From Chief Seattle’s address to President Franklin Pierce, 1855) 


Teach your children what we have taught our children, that the earth is our mother. Whatever befalls the earth, 
befalls the children of the earth. If men spit upon the ground, they spit upon themselves. This we know. The 
earth does not belong to us; we belong to the earth. 


...One thing we know, which the white man may one day discover, our God is the same God. You may think 
now that you own Him as you wish to own our land; but you cannot. He is the God of man, and bis compas- 
sion is equal for the red man and the white. 


This earth is precious to God, and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on its Creator. So, if we sell you our 
land, love it as we have loved it. Care for it as we have cared for it... And with all your strength, with all your 
mind, with all your heart, preserve it for your children and love it as God loves us all. 


A Creed for Earth Day 


We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 


God has created the entire universe, and continues to preserve and guide it. God gives humanity abilities 
to understand and control the energies of nature, and calls us to use our gifts for the good of Creation. 


To save and glorify the universe, the Son of God was born of the Virgin Mary, taught, healed, suffered 
and died on the cross under Pontius Pilate. By his resurrection he has overcome sin and destruction, and 
calls us to fulfillment of God's intention for all Creation. 


Through the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, God calls us to faith through Word and Sacraments, and makes 
of believers one Body of Christ. Through the Spirit we have hope of the resurrection and of life with God 
in a renewed Creation. 

(By George Murphy 

Source: Entree, Nov. 1990, ELCA Campus Ministry) 


Hymns: Lutheran Book of Worship Bible readings: 


Psalm 104:1-30 


561 "For the Beauty of the Earth" Gen. 1-2:3 Psalm 24 
554 "This is my Father’s World" Gen. 2:4-25 Col. 1:16-17 
527 "All Creatures of our God and King" Ezekiel 36:33-36 Romans 8:22-23 
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Ecumenical litany for Pentecost: A Christian response to UNCED 


It 1s hoped that, throughout the world, churches will find ways to join their voices to those of the 
community gathered in Rio in this celebration of Pentecost, and in prayer for the fresh wind of God's 
spirit to blow through our hearts and throughout the world. 


TR, 


= Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, 
= upon all people of all nations. upon the leaders of the world upon your church in every place. 
$ Inspire your sons and daughters gathered for the United Nations Conference Ina world broken by unshared bread, 
$ to prophesy your gracious love on Environment and Development. you cail us to offer the body of Christ. 
= forall creation. Open their ears Where blood is spilled 
= Fill the young with visions to the groans of Creation. between neighbors and nations, 
= Of justice and peace. Move them with compassion you invite us to share the blood of Christ. 
= Let the old dream dreams of healing for the poor and the suffering. In a world where hope is fragile, 
= for your wounded world. Awaken in them a vision you wash us with water 
of a new heaven and a new earth. for the healing of the nations 
Come, Holy Spirit, and the saving of our souls. 
renew the whole Creation. Come, Holy Spirit, Help us O God, to be your church, 
renew the whole Creation. in spirit and in truth. 


Come, Holy Spirit, 
renew the whole Creation. 
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AFRICA 








LIFE AT THE LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE MAKUMIRA 
by Rev. X. H. Kawangah Nkenza 


The Lutheran Theological College in Makumira is 
the largest theological college in Tanzania. 


It was founded in 1947 at a place called Lwandai in 
the Tanga region. In 1960 the college was trans- 
ferred from the Tanga region to the Arusha region. 
The college is now situated in Makumira by the 
Makumira River which was said to be the eater of 
people since many people have lost their lives in this 
small river. 


The college is one of the institutions of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT). Some 
students come from Africa while others come from 
Europe or the United States. 





The college has an exchange program with Scandinavian countries, whereby stu- 
dents from Makumira go to a Scandinavian country for three months and students 
from Scandinavia go to Makumira for the same amount of time. Students from 
other countries usually stay for a year. 


The college offers two types of courses: Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.) and General 
Certificate in Theology which is equivalent to a diploma course. Both courses are 
for five years: three years studying at the college, a one-year internship and one 
year to complete the B.D. or a diploma. 


The church is now planning to expand the college in order to enroll students for 
the Master of Theology degree. The college accepts Protestant students from all 
denominations, but most of the students are Lutheran. 


Life of the Students 


Married students who come to Makumira with their families live in a village sec- 
tion. Others live in the boarding club. Both types of students have their own or- 
ganization with its own constitution, the first is called "Village Students," the 
other "Students Boarding Club." 


Tanzanian students are sponsored by their synods and dioceses, those from other 
African countries are often sponsored by, for example, the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion or the World Council of Churches. It is important that a student who intends 
to become a parish pastor brings his wife for at least one year during which she 
will receive specific education which will enable her to help him in his work. 


The college also trains women as theologians and the ELCT has now started to or- 
dain women, the first in 1990. 


In addition to theological education, the college has two projects: a cattle project 
with three cows, and gardening with fruits such as oranges, bananas and mangoes. 
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EUROPE 








"STEHEN ZWISCHEN HOFFNUNG UND RESIGNATION" 


Schülertreffen in Schwerin, Deutschland, 1991 


fe eee. al 


"Standing between Hope and Resignation" 
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YOUTH DIRECTOR Y 





“CHURCHES KEEP QUIET ABOUT THEIR YOUTH !" 





Work on the new LWF Youth Directory is progress- 
ing, but most member churches have still not sent in 
basic information about their youth work. Time is 
running out fast for LWF youth intern, Radoslav 
Danko, who has until May to complete work on the di- 
rectory. Work will continue on the new improved 
LWF Youth Directory but with difficulty because of 
the lack of information. 


Youth work cannot take place in a vacuum. It is about young people 
meeting, making plans, sharing dreams, getting to know one another, 
acting together, understanding. But to make any of this possible, 
some basic details are needed to start with. It’s like making a phone 
call or writing a letter: it’s not much use if you don’t know who you 
are trying to contact and where they can be reached. 


The Youth Desk of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) is no ex- 
ception. Five years ago, the staff worked on the first-ever LWF 
Youth Directory. It was published as part of this newsletter (June 
1987) and was a modest list of youth contacts in each member church, 
running to no more than five pages. 


The need for such information remains. And so LWF Youth Intern 
Radoslav Danko has devoted much of his time, since starting last Sep- 
tember, to putting together an updated, expanded directory of youth 
work in the LWF member churches. He designed a questionnaire, 
sent it to all 107 member churches, and followed it up with reminder 
letters sent to those churches that had not replied by the 30 November 
deadline. 


Radoslav has begun work, in the meantime, on getting the directory 
ready to be printed. But he fears that the job will not get finished by 
the time his internship ends in May. And why? Because more than 
half the LWF member churches have not replied to either of the two 
letters sent to them. Only twenty out of more than 100 churches re- 
plied to Radoslav’s first request for information. The reminder letter 
in December added another twenty replies. So what is the hold-up? 
Are Lutheran churches shy about their youth work? 


Are the questions difficult to understand? 
The questionnaire was specially designed to be easy and clear to fill 
in. 


Is distance a problem? 
The first letter back was from Papua New Guinea! Subsequent re- 
plies have been sent from as near and far as Chile, Ethiopia, Finland... 


Some churches may not have any information to give. Okay, but the 
Youth Desk needs to know this. Zimbabwe, for example, wrote in 
saying that they are currently in the middle of restructuring. "But at 
least they wrote to tell me this," Radoslav said. "What is not nice is 
when the churches are silent.” 


Is your church one of those which still has not replied? Would it not 
be a good idea to check out whether your church has replied so that 
your work might become known about in other countries? The LWF 
Youth Desk welcomes all returned questionnaires, containing no 
matter how little information... 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 





LWF INTERN UPDATE: COMMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, GENEVA 
by Kristen Stromberg 


Almost half a year has passed since I started my internship with the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF), and those months have involved many interesting projects and activities. During these 
weeks I am attending sessions of the annual Human Rights Commission at the United Nations 
here in Geneva. I believe this is an exciting year for the Commission due to changes within the UN 
itself and to upheavals in the world's economic, political and social structure. 


With the election of the new UN Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali of Egypt, certain 
changes in high-ranking personnel have been made which are bound to affect human nghts work in 
the future. The Commission also has taken on ten new countries of the South to its roster of mem- 
ber states, in an effort to be more equitable in its representation and to strengthen the Southern 
perspective at the forum. The 1992 Commission also welcomes new states that were part of the 
former Soviet Union, such as the Ukraine, Byelorussia and the Russian Federation. My work has 
entailed monitoring the sessions and reporting on developments there. The LWF works in close 
cooperation with other organizations involved, especially ecumenical bodies such as the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), the Conference on European Churches and the World Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches. 


During a period of six weeks, human rights advocates from nongovernmental organizations, 
churches, religious associations, ethnic groups and governments from around the R gather to 
discuss a full agenda of human rights concerns. These include legal issues such as torture and ar- 
bitrary detention, as well as specific country situations and individual violations of human rights. 
It is most moving to hear the stories of those who come to the UN to recount in public what has 
happened to them or their families. Although the Commission is essentially a political arena and 
can get bogged down in diplomacy, it is important not to forget the powerful impact that a strong 
resolution can have on the everyday lives of people in a difficult local situation. Among other items 
on the agenda, the LWF is particularly concerned about the situation of human rights in Guate- 
mala and East Timor. 


While the Human Rights Commission continues, many preparations are also underway for the UN 
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in June. Recently the LWF and the WCC 
invited Maurice Strong, secretary-general of UNCED, to visit with staff and to discuss the 
churches’ participation in environment and development concerns. Mr. Strong has a history of in- 
volvement with the ecumenical movement and reaffirmed the important contribution that churches 
can make to the goals of the upcoming conference. He particularly highlighted the Earth Pledge as 
a way in which individuals could feel personally involved and committed to safeguarding the earth. 
Plans for church participation include a special worship service during the Rio de Janeiro meeting 
at Pentecost, June 7, which will focus on environment and development. It is hoped that churches 
all around the world will reflect on these concerns and their role in positive change in their worship 
on that Sunday. 


I will be going to New York to work with the Lutheran Office for World Community at the final 
Preparatory Committee for the UNCED. Perhaps the fact that the meeting will be held in the 
United States will put pressure on the US government to work for higher standards of environ- 
mental safety, which it has been reluctant to do so far. Many nongovernmental organizations are 
concentrating their efforts on this meeting, as it may be the last chance for them to influence the 
governments decisions and commitments to the actual conference in June. The LWF sees its role 
as a facilitating and supportive role to the WCC which is coordinating ecumenical participation in 
the meeting. The churches may be particularly helpful in ensuring that people from the South 
have a chance to be heard. 


I have also been continuing my work in the area of children's concerns within the member 
churches. The LWF has joined a group of nongovernmental organizations here in Geneva who meet 
regularly to discuss the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and to determine ways to help in 
implementing and monitoring this set of laws. We have also been establishing a list of contact per- 
sons who work with children's concerns within the member churches so that we may better commu- 
nicate and share information with churches around the world. 


My internship continues to be exciting and stimulating, and certainly filled with interesting pro- 
jects. I feel it is a tremendous opportunity to be in Geneva attending forums such as the Human 
Rights Commission at a time when the world is undergoing such profound change. I am confident 
that the important work and witness of the LWF will continue to impact the course of these events. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF/Environment 


FRANCE (Our World News) 

Green Hope is the name of a new organization estab- 
lished in France to introduce an international link be- 
tween youth aged 10-20 years who care about the envi- 
ronment. Green Hope aims to help them share their 
ideas, experiences, hopes and dreams constructively. A 
newsletter has been introduced, published in English, 
French and Esperanto five times a year, which will 
eventually contain many contributions from young 
members. For information about Green Hope write to: 
Chemin de Clodolio, 06790 Aspremont, France. 


GENEVA (lwi) 

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) has called on its 
107 member churches to make environment and devel- 
opment a priority. An LWF letter of Nov. 25, 1991 
urges the churches to "work toward the restoration and 
renewal of our earth and its resources.” The letter from 
General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett reminded member 
churches of the United Nations Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development (UNCED) that will take place 
in Brazil in June 1992. This meeting aims to be "a cen- 
tral event in the process of education and constructive 
change." 


The LWF will not send its own delegation to the 
UNCED meeting but is encouraging its churches to 
participate in a seventy-five-person delegation organ- 
ized by the World Council of Churches. The federation 
is involved in "an ecumenical effort to bring a faith per- 
spective to UNCED preparation,” according to 
Staalsett. The LWF Council last July affirmed LWF 
participation in UNCED preparations. It urged member 
churches to get involved in UNCED preparation and 
follow-up. "If we take seriously God's call to care for 
the earth, we must act with urgency to reverse the cy- 
cles of environmental degradation," the LWF letter 
states. "If our children and grandchildren are to live 
with dignity," Staalsett wrote, "we can no longer ignore 
the degradation and exploitation of nature that threatens 
to destroy Creation." 


HONG KONG (Our World News) 

The Hong Kong Girl Guides Association has worked 
hard to increase awareness of environmental conserva- 
tion both inside and outside the movement. An Earth 
Day Camival was held in cooperation with churches 
and other organizations in April 1990 to publicize envi- 
ronmental concerns. They have also published a small 
cartoon book to relay conservation messages to chil- 
dren. "Making Good Use of Waste Materials” is an- 
other environmental protection campaign. The cam- 
paign incorporated an exhibition and two competitions. 
A booklet was also produced to suggest practical means 
of eliminating certain waste materials. 


USA 

At a school in New Jersey, United States, students pro- 
tested against plastic trays being used in their cafeteria. 
They demanded trays made from recycled paper which 
causes less damage to the environment than plastic. 
They even petitioned the Board of Education. As a re- 
sult of their campaign, plastic trays were eliminated not 
only from their school, but also from their town. 
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INDONESIA 

In East Kalimantan, Indonesia, local Scouts replanted a 
1,200-acre- (486 hectare-) forest that was destroyed in a 
fire. They raised money to buy seedlings. Experts sent 
by the government advised them on what and where to 
plant, and how to care for the young trees. Today, East 
Kalimantan has a new forest which the Scouts visit 
regularly to tend the saplings. 


SWEDEN 

Swedish schoolchildren have bought and preserved 
65,000 hectares (approximately 160,000 acres) of forest 
in Costa Rica with money they earned by recycling pa- 
per and cans. In turn, young Costa Ricans have built a 
new center in a forest to take training in conservation. 


NIGER 

In Lamorde, Niger, schoolchildren grow their own rice 
and millet in the rainy season and vegetables in the dıy 
season. They do all the work themselves: clearing, 
planting, transplanting, weeding and harvesting. Their 
success has inspired students in 80 other schools all 
over the country to start their own gardens. 


PACIFIC (eps) 

The Pacific Conference of Churches has written to the 
heads of churches, church councils, conferences of 
churches and other European church organizations to 
express the PCC’s concern over the continued dumping 
of toxic waste and nuclear testing by some superpowers 
in the Pacific region. The letter, signed by PCC Presi- 
dent Patelisio Finau and Peter Salamonsen of the PCC’s 
Justice, Peace and Development Department, recalled 
the decisions of the PCC Assembly last September 
which stated that "the total environmental issue of 
stewardship of the Pacific inheritance be the top prior- 
ity" of future work of the PCC. “In response to this 
mandate," the PCC letter said, "we write to you...to tell 
you that our ocean and its scattered small island nations 
cannot continue to be victims of economic and environ- 
mental exploitation by larger superpowers." The letter 
said the people of the Pacific "cannot stand idly by" and 
witness "our environment become a chosen site for Star- 
missile testing, toxic-waste dumping and chemical- 
munitions destruction.” The PCC hailed the contents of 
a letter by representatives of European churches which 
was issued at the WCC Seventh Assembly (February 
1991 in Australia) which expressed support for the en- 
vironmental concerns of the people of the Pacific. 


PAKISTAN (Our World News) 

The Punjab branch of the Pakistan Girl Guides 
Association organized an anti-pollution clean-up 
operation at Chowk Taj Cinema, Garhi Shahu in July 
1991. Guides encouraged the public to maintain high 
standards of cleanliness and distributed printed material 
designed to create awareness about the hazards of 

environmental pollution. 
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CHINA (lwi) 


The Fifth National Chinese Christian Conference (NCC) 
closed in Beijing Jan. 6, calling for renewed emphasis on 
younger leadership, church order and commitment to the 
principles of self-government, self-support and 
self-propagation. The conference gave special attention 
to young people and a rejuvenated church leadership. 
"The higher proportion of youth delegates made the con- 
ference more lively," according to Li Yading, a young 
teacher at Nanjing Theological Seminary. 


Forty-two recent seminary graduates were ordained 
in an unprecedented service in a move designed to 
promote youth in leadership positions throughout the 
Chinese church. The average age of delegates was 
seven years lower than at the last Chinese Christian 
Conference. 


CSFR (Iwi) 


A Protestant high school was opened in Bratislava Sept. 
2, 1991, with a ceremony in the main Protestant church. 
The significance of the event was underlined by the great 
number of prominent guests from cultural and political 
circles in Slovakia. 


In addition to the general bishop of the Slovak Evangeli- 
cal Church of the Augsburg Confession, Pavel Uhorskai, 
Bishop Julius Filo and other church representatives, the 
ceremony was attended by Alexander Dubcek, president 
of Czechoslovakia’s parliament, and by the Slovakian 
Minister of Education. 


In his sermon at the opening worship service, Dr. Igor 
Kiss, who was instrumental in getting the school estab- 
lished, described its ose. "The aim of this Protestant 
school in Bratislava is to educate our young people in the 
image of Christ,” he said. 


The new school will function as an English-speaking 
school, and is the first school of its kind in Bratislava. 
The use of English as the medium of instruction is seen 
as a response to "changed requirements” in Bratislava. 
Now that Czechoslovakian citizens may travel abroad 
freely, knowledge of English is seen as more important 
than in the old days under the communists. 


ESTLAND (idl) 


Ab Oktober 1991 wird es in Estland móglich sein, via 
Bildschirm an einem Konfirmandenunterricht teilzuneh- 
men. Der Estnischen Evangelisch-Lutherischen Kirche 
wurde die dafür nötige Sendezeit zur Verfügung gestellt. 


Das Programm besteht aus 18 Sendungen, die wöchent- 
lich jeweils 20 Minuten lang ausgestrahlt werden. Nach 
Meinungen des Verantwortlichen der Evangelischen 
Verlags- und Presseabteilung in Tallinn, Tiit Salumäe, 
sei es für die Evangelische Kirche in Estland von beson- 
derer Bedeutung, über Massenmedien wie Rundfunk und 
Fernsehen zu wirken, nachdem sie in der Vergangenheit 
zum Schweigen verurteilt war. Angesichts der Tatsache, 
dass das Fernsehen von atheistischen Kräften geleitet 
wird, sei erkennbar, wie stark sich die gesellschaftlichen 
Veränderungen der letzten Zeit in Estland auswirken. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


CYPRUS (Iwi) 


The Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) has an- 
nounced plans for a seminar this year that will focus on 
the plight of children in war. A planning meeting held in 
Limassol Nov. 24-26, 1991 called on the MECC to carry 
out a survey of the effects of war on children in the Mid- 
dle East. The Limassol meeting dealt specifically with 
the situation of children in Lebanon, Palestine, Jordan, 
Egypt, Iraq, Cyprus and Sudan. Their economic, health, 
educational, psycho-social and legal needs were re- 
viewed by a group that included Middle Eastern educa- 
tors, pediatricians, nutritionists, lawyers, social workers 
and media consultants. Among them were representa- 
tives of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
regional office, the Queen Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
of Jordan, and the Cyprus Social Welfare Department. 
MECC reports that the aims of its 1992 seminar are to 
make the international community more aware of the ef- 
fects of war on children, to urge govemments to ratify 
and adopt the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
to make religious groups aware of "the urgent need to 
improve the quality of life of children particularly in the 
marginalized and war-torn areas of the Middle East,” and 
to help nongovernmental organizations cooperate "to en- 
sure a better and peaceful future for children." 


SWEDEN (News from the Church of Sweden) 


The two youth organizations in the Church of Sweden 
will unite under one and the same roof. "This is a good 
and proper development so that the young are taken seri- 
ously in the church,” says Martin Garlöv, chairman of the 
Church Youth Organization. In 1992 the Ansgar League 
and the Church Youth will be coordinated into one asso- 
ciation. No decision has yet been made regarding the 
name of the new organization. 


USA (Iwi) 


The Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) 
has recruited four staff to help interview unaccompanied 
Vietnamese children in refugee detention centers in Indo- 
nesia and Hong Kong. The LIRS interviewers are to help 
speed up the processing of unaccompanied refugee chil- 
dren so as to reduce the time they have to spend in the 
camps. "The LIRS has been very concemed about the 
slowness and inadequacy of special screening procedures 
for the unaccompanied children,” deputy executive direc- 
tor John A. Griswold says. "Our help may literally save 
precious years of the children's lives.” 


ZIMBABWE 


In November 1991 a one-week forum for African 
nongovernmental organizations took place in Kadoma, 
Zimbabwe. The forum was hosted by UNICEF as a 
follow-up to the World Summit for Children held in New 
York in September 1990. Attended by 32 African coun- 
tries, the NGO forum aims to come yp with a general 
consensus on improving the lives of children at all levels 
of society. In his opening speech, Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe said that the progress made by African 
countries in reducing maternal and child mortality in the 
past 10 years is endangered by the AIDS epidemic. 
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GOOD TO KNOW... 


Please use the following bank accounts 
for contributions to the Youth Letter or 
for payment, and indicate the following 
on all transactions: 


TO YOUTH € STUDENTS”? ACCOUNT 
(30) 310.902 
(Please send us a copy of any deposits... 
the bank doesn’t! ) 


SWISS FRANCS: 

Banque Scandinave en Suisse 
Cours de Rive 11 

Case Postale 901 

CH 1211-Geneva 3 
SWITZERLAND 

Account: 620033.001.0.11 


GERMAN MARKS: 
Schroeder, Münschmeyer, 
Hengst & Co. 
Friedenstrasse 6-10 
D-6000 Frankfurt 1 
GERMANY 

Account: 00-843 037-00 


US DOLLARS: 

Chase Manhattan Bank 
825 UN Plaza 

New York, N.Y. 10017 
UNITED STATES 
Account: 949-2-417390 


SWEDISH CROWNS: 
Skandinaviska Enskilda Banken 
S-106-40 Stockholm 

SWEDEN 

Account: 5277-10 002 61 


> 
Names ee ee 


AE ee Be eye ne ee er Sue ze ee ee IAE EIA AE EAN 


New Address: nen nee ee een 


EISEN A AAA EEE EE AAA ES EIS E DEI DES ZU EN DES DEZE ERT 


PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
FROM THE YOUTH DESK: 


Report of the Pre-Assembly Youth 
Gathering, Budapest 1984 - in English 


"The Future is Now," an LWF contribution 
to the International Youth Year 1985 
- in English 


"Young People on Peace and Justice," 
another contribution to the International 
Youth Year 1985 - in English 


"Lutheran Youth Confessing Christ in Asia” 
- report on the Regional Asian Youth Gath- 
ering in Jerusalem, August 1987 - in English 


"Wege, die zum Frieden führen" - Bericht 
über die Europäische Lutherische Jugend- 
konferenz in der CSFR, September/Oktober 
1988 - auf Deutsch 


Luther League Program-Planning Guides 
(1985-86, 1986-87 and 1987-88) - in English 


Copies of Youth Letters Nos. 28, 29, 30 & 32 


Report on the Pre-Assembly Youth 
Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
January 1990 - in English, auf Deutsch, y en 
español 


"Renewing Worship," a summarizing study 
based on activities in 1985-90. 





ttt ee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee EU SS EEE eee un 


tt ee ee ee a 


PRR Pee EPP eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ree ere ee | 


FPR SRST PERT TEER ERE RR ER EEE EEE eRe 


(Please write legibly! Otherwise we can't send the YOUTH LETTER.) 


Please return to: 


DMD YOUTH DESK 
LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
P.O. BOX 2100 
CH-1211 GENEVA 2 
SWITZERLAND 
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EVENTS 


upcoming/coming u p/upcoming/coming up/upcoming/coming up/ upcoming/coming up 





20 - 22 


26 - 28 


15-19 


16 - 20 


22-25 


20 - 25 


13 July 
- Aug. 2 


Aug. 20 - 23 


PÒP A NT 


MARCH 1992 


Youth Committee meeting of the German National Committee in Berlin 
Theme: "Was ist mein Schreien - was ist unsere Hoffnung?" 


(What is My Cry - What isour Hope?) 


Slovak Youth Conference with participants representing the congregations of 
the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the CSFR. 


APRIL 
National Conference of the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria 
About 1,000 - 2,000 young people are expected to attend this conference. 


Easter Conference for Students in Tandala, Tanzania, 
financially supported by the LWF. 


African Lutheran Youth Consultation in Nairobi, Kenya, 
organized by the LWF Youth Desk. 


MAY 
Latin American Youth Consultation in Santiago, Chile, organized in the region 
with financial support from the LWF Youth Desk, 


JUNE 
Kairos Event in Strasbourg, France, organized by the Christian Movement for 
Peace (CMP). A people’s parliament and cultural events to challenge the effects 
of European economic integration on the East, the Third World, and minority 
groups: "Your voice is needed in the new Europe." 


JULY/AUGUST 
Solidarity in the Mediterranean Basin, also organized by the CMP. Work in local 
projects, study of the social, cultural and political situation; development of youth 
cooperation. 


If you are interested in or want to participate in the two above-mentioned activities, 
write two months before the start to: CMP European Secretariat, rue Stéven 92 
B-1040 Bruxelles (Belgium). 


Canadian Lutheran Youth Gathering at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario. 
Theme: "Labyrinth - Finding the Way." The following questions will be ratsed in 
sessions: 


WHO? What is the direct connection between who God is in 
Christ and who we are called to be as God's children? 
WHO SAYS? How do we listen and discern direction in life? 
WHO LEADS? In discovering Jesus’ overwhelming love for us, 
we truly discover ourselves. 
WHO CARES? God's grace is sufficient to help us become vulnerable 
and be loved. 
WHO KNOWS? How do we trust God in the midst of life's storms 
and struggles? 
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YOUTH LETTER 
available from: 


DMD Youth Desk 
Lutheran World Federation 
P.O. Box 2100 

CH-1211 Geneva 2 
Switzerland 


Tel.: (022) 791 62 61 
Fax: (022) 791 64 01 





